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ON  T  H  £ 

* 

USE  of  INJECTIONS, 

in  the  Gonorrhoea. 


the  numbers  that  have  written 
on  the  venereal  difeafe,  no  one  hath, 
as  yet,  given  a  general  view  of  the  life  of 
injections.  Thofe  who  have  mentioned 
them  having,  for  the  moil  part,  recommend¬ 
ed  them,  either  as  containing  fome  fpecific 
property  to  remove  the  infection,  as  Mufi- 
tanus ,  'May erne ,  and  all  others  whAnake  ufe 
of  mercurials  ;  or  elfe  as  aftringents,  to  be 
u fed  after  the  virulence  of  the  difeafe  has 
been  firft  correfted,  as  Blegny  and  his  follo¬ 
wers.  A  third  fort  may  be  mentioned,  who 
profefs  fome  wonder-working  fecret,  that  is 
to  fuit  everv  circumftance  of  the  difeafe  that 

m/ 

can  ever  occur,  and  which,  from  their  great 
philanthropy,  they  are  ready  to  difpenfe  to 
all  who  have  faith  to  believe  in,  or  money 
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to  pay  for,  the  remedy.  I  am  forry  to  name 
Cockburn  in  the  front  of  thefe  pretenders  to 
noftrums ;  as  he  was  otherwife  a  man  of  good 
abilities,  and  has,  in  my  opinion,  given  us 
the  beft  defcription  of  the  feat  of  the  diieafe 
of  any  we  have  extant.  It  was  natural  to 
expeft,  after  what  Blegny  and  Cockburn  had 
written  on  the  fubjedt,  that  feme  further 
enquiry  fhould  have  been  made  into  the  na¬ 
ture  and  ufe  of  thefe  kinds  of  remedies. 
But  Ajlruc ,  who  by  all  is  allowed  to  have 
been  the  beft  writer  on  this  difeafe,  fo  ftrong- 
ly  oppofed  them,  in  which  he  was  fupported 
by  our  countryman  burner ,  that  the  ufe  of 
them  feems,  for  a  long  time,  to  have  been 
laid  aiide. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  fuch  men 
as  Ajlruc  and  Turner  fhould  injure  the  credit 
of  injections,  and  that  the  generality  of  prac¬ 
titioners,  influenced  by  them,  fhould  decline 
their  ufe.  We  are  too  apt  to  pay  an  im¬ 
plicit  obedience  to  eftablifhed  characters,  not 
confidering  that  the  greateft  men  may  err. 

Blegny  and  Cockburn  were  the  principal 
writers  of  note,  who  at  that  time  had  writ¬ 
ten 
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ten  on  the  fide  of  injections.  The  former 
of  whom  fluffed  fuch  abfurdities  into  his 
theory  of  the  difeafe,  that  they  rendered  his 
method  of  cure,  the  more  rational  part  of 
his  work,  liable  to  be  fufpetted  :  and  the 
latter,  though  perhaps  better  acquainted  with 
the  caufe  and  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  than 
moft  that  preceded  him,  loft  a  character 
he  might  otherwife  have  eftablifhed,  by 
boafting  of  a  private  remedy.  Men  of  ge¬ 
nerous  principles  defpife  an  illiberal  mind : 
he  was  oppofed  by  AJlrnc  and  burner ,  whofe 
candour  and  humanity  gained  them  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  mankind,  while  the  empirical 
Cockburn  funk  into  oblivion. 

Thefe  are  probably  the  principal  reafons 
that  have  for  fo  long  a  time  prevented  in¬ 
jections  from  coming  into  life.  To  this 
may  be  added  that  fordid  difpofition  of  ma¬ 
ny  of  thofe  who  prefcribed  injections  to 
conceal  their  method  of  cure,  left  any  be¬ 
tides  themfelves  fhould  partake  of  its  emo¬ 
lument. 

.  -  i  ... 

But  notwithftanding  the  prejudices  of 
fome,  and  the  interefted  views  of  others,  in- 
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je&ions  have,  of  late  years,  come  greatly 
into  ufe,  and  the  advantages  arifing  from 
them  have  exceeded  our  moft  fanguine  ex¬ 
pectations. 

The  greateft  misfortune  we  at  prefent 
labour  under,  is  the  various  and  contradic¬ 
tory  opinions  that  have  prevailed  amongft 
the  faculty,  of  the  kinds  that  are  to  be  cho- 
fen,  and  of  the  propereft  time  for  ufing 
them.  Some  contending  for  mercurials, 
others  for  aftringents,  and  others,  efpecially 
in  the  beginning,  for  emollients  and  deter¬ 
gents.  Some  again  are  for  ufing  them  at 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  while 
others  are  of  opinion  that  its  virulence  fliould 

previoufiy  be  correfted. 

/ 

In  order,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  to 
clear  up  thefe  difficulties,  and  to  afcertain 
the  real  ufe  of  injections  in  this  difeafe,  I 
have  undertaken  the  following  work. 

I  have  long  wifhed  that  fome  of  my  more 
able  brethren  had  obliged  us  with  more  cer¬ 
tain  rules  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  kinds  of  appli¬ 
cations  ;  but  as  no  one  has  yet  done  it,  I 

hope 
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hope  I  (hall  ftand  excufed,  for  offering  my 
thoughts  on  the  fubjcdt.  I  am  fenfible  of 
mv  own  inability,  and  of  the  difficulties  be¬ 
fore  me ;  but  I  know  alfo  the  candour  of 
my  judges.  I  am  ready,  if  I  have  advanced 
any  thing  wrong,  to  acknowledge  it  on  con¬ 
viction  ;  and  I  ihould  think  myfelf  greatly 
obliged  to  any  man  that  would  point  out 
my  errors.  Where  I  differ  in  any  refpedt 
from  methods  recommended  by  others,  I  hope 
I  {hall  affign  a  fufficient  reafon,  and  would 
not  wifh  to  infinuate  any  reflection  on  their 
abilities  or  practice  ;  on  the  contrary,  1  look 
upon  every  man  who  offers  new  thoughts 
on  the  practice  of  medicine,  however  he  may 
differ  from  me  in  fentiment,  as  praife- 
worthy  ;  and  that  we  are  under  greater  ob¬ 
ligations  to  fuch  a  one,  for  his  opinion  on¬ 
ly,  than  to  him  who  confines  the  difcovery 
of  the  moft  ufeful  medicine  within  his  own 
breaft.  The  one  wifhes  at  leaf!  to  be  ufeful 
to  fociety,  while  the  other  regards  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  mankind  no  farther  than  as  it  may 
be  fubfervieut  to  his  own  advantage. 

I  fhall  not  confine  myfelf,  in  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  to  the  Ariel  rules  of  order  and  me- 
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thod,  which  would  require  more  time,  and 
better  abilities  for  writing  than  I  am  mailer 
of,  but  fhall  firft  endeavour  to  colleft  as 
exaft  an  account  of  the  fymptoms  and  feat 
of  the  difeafe  as  I  can,  and  I  fhall  confider 
what  ends  external  applications  may  anfwer  ; 
I  fhall  next  endeavour  to  remove  fome  pre¬ 
judices  againft  local  remedies.  I  fhall  alfo 
colled!  fuch  obfervations  and  remedies  as  have 
been  propofed  by  others,  with  fome  fliort 
notes  on  their  praftice  ;  and  afterwards  en¬ 
deavour  to  fhew  how  far  injedtions  may  be 
ufeful,  and  what  kinds  are  likely  to  be  of 
the  moft  fervice* 

The  fymptoms  which  ufually  precede  and 
accompany  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  as  de¬ 
livered  by  the  heft  writers,  are  as  follow. 
At  firft,  a  flight  and  not  difagreeable  fenfa- 
tion  is  felt  in  the  urethra,  accompanied  with 
a  frnall  difcharge  of  matter,  glewing  up,  as 
it  were,  the  orifice  ;  a  flight  ftain  marks  the 
linen,  accompanied  with  a  little  heat,  fcarce- 
ly  painful,  in  making  water,  with  a  kind  qf 
rotation  in  the  tefticles.  In  the  increafe  of 
the  difeafe,  matter  is  formed  in  the  urethra,  a 
running  comes  on,  attended  with  heat,  and 

pain 
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pain  in  making  water,  efpeciaily  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  end  of  it  ;  the  extremity  of  the 
urethra  grows  red  and  painful,  and  gapes  wi¬ 
der  than  ufual.  By  degrees  the  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  increafing,  it  becomes  fharp 
and  acrimonious,  and  the  heat  and  pain  in 
making  water  grow  exceffive.  Here  is  the 
natural  progrefs  of  an  inflammation,  from  its 
firft  ftimulus  to  its  compleat  ftate.  The 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  at  this  time,  is  a  little 
within  the  urethra,  and  fomewhat  below  the 
glands. 

To  account  for  the  formation  of  matter, 
we  need  only  obferve  that  the  urethra  has 
two  membranes,  the  outward  covering  the 
external  part  of  the  urethra,  and  the  internal 
terminating  at  its  orifice  ;  that  the  fpace  be¬ 
twixt  thefe  two  is  filled  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  very  fmall  glands  ;  that  there  are  alfo 
feveral  openings  into  the  urethra,  which  fur- 
nifh  a  peculiar  mucus,  probably  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  part :  befide  thefe  lacuna,  there 
are  alfo  a  vaft  number  of  laciinulte ,  all  which 
terminate  in  the  urethra,,  and  ferve  to  con¬ 
vey  the  fecretions  intended  for  that  part. 
We  need  not  therefore  be  furprifed  at  the 
formation  of  matter,  when  we  confider  the 

B  4  effect 
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effect  of  an  inq*eafed  ftimulus  on  parts  that 
are  continually  fecreting  a  fluid,  as  the  glands 
of  thofe  parts  are ;  or  that  it  fhould  find  a 
vent  where  fo  many  outlets  are  provided. 
It  is  further  probable,  that  thefe  outlets  fur- 
nifli  the  matter,  from  obferving,  that  at  its 
firft  appearance  the  mucus  is  but  little  alter- 
ed  from  its  natural  ftate,  and  that  after  the 
matter  is  perfectly  formed,  the  mucus  en¬ 
tirely  difappears. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  at  this 
time  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  not  far  down 
the  urethra,  and  that  therefore  the  profir  at 
and  vefiarite  feminales  are  not  affefted  which  ; 
is  proved  by  the  feat  of  the  pain  ;  and  by 
preffing  externally  on  the  parts ;  for  you  can 
by  no  means  difcover,  by  preffure  or  other- 
wife,  that  they  are  any  way  injured  :  cer¬ 
tainly  if  thofe  glands  were  to  furnifh  but  a 
fmall  part  of  the  acrimonious  virulent  mat¬ 
ter,  they  would  few  feme  figns  of  being 
difeafed  ;  fome  little  pain  might  beatleaft  ex¬ 
pected  when  they  were  prefied  upon  or 
roughly  handled  :  we  fee  plainly  enough 
that  when,  in  the  pregrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and 
jyy  their  contiguity  to  the  urethra,  they  come 

tQ 
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to  be  affeCted,  they  fhew  it  as  certainly  as  any 
other  part,  to  the  no  fmall  trouble  both  of 
the  practitioner  and  patient. 

Let  us  further  obferve  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe. 

The  running  and  pain  continuing  and  in- 
creafing,  the  whole  urethra  becomes  inflam¬ 
ed,  pain  is  felt  throughout  the  whole  canal, 
the  inflammation  is  extended,  priapifms  and 
cordee  torment  the  patient,  and  now  pain 
may  be  felt  by  prefling  the  projlratte  and  all 
the  neighbouring  parts*  But  this  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  that  tliofe  glands  are  infect¬ 
ed  with  the  virulent  matter,  or  that  their 
contents  are  vitiated ;  inflammations  of  every 
kind  are  attended  with  pain,  tenfion,  and  an 
increafed  fenfibility  of  the  part  affected,  and 
of  thofe  parts  that  lie  near  it ;  confequently 
thofe  glands  that  are  fituated  near  the  urethra, 
and  whofe  excretory  dufts  open  into  it,  may 
be  naturally  fuppofed  to  fuffer,  when  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  urethra  is  violent,  and  in 
fa£l  we  often  find  they  do. 


We 
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We  alfo  conftantly  find  that  thofe  applica¬ 
tions  which  mitigate  the  pain  in  the  urethra, 
are  a  certain  relief  to  thefe  glands.  I  am 
not  fpeaking  of  that  crifis  when  matter  is  al¬ 
ready  formed,  but  when  the  pairi  is  firft  per¬ 
ceivable  in  thofe  glands,  as  it  often  is,  long 
before  the  formation  of  matter. 

In  this  ftate  we  find  that  proper  applica¬ 
tions  will  not  only  relieve  the  pain  in  the 
urethra,  but  that  thefe  glands  will  receive  an 
equal  benefit.  This  is  particularly  to  be  ob- 
ferved  of  injections,  which  will  frequently, 
in  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  remove  every  fymp- 
tom  of  pain  from  the  urethra,  and  from 
thofe  glands  we  are  fpeaking  of. 

I  believe  it  will  be  granted  that  it  is  next 
to  impoffible  to  throw  any  of  the  injedVion 
into  the  proftratce  or  vejtcuhz  feininales,  and 
therefore  that  they  cannot  receive  any  bene-* 
fit,  but  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  become 
difeafed,  viz.  by  confent  of  parts. 

It  is  therefore  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
at  this  time  the  urethra  only  is  the  feat  of  the 
gonorrhoea  ;  it  is  of  little  confequence  whe¬ 
ther 
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ther  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  an  abrafion  of 
the  urethra  only,  or  from  the  vitiated  quality 
of  the  liquor  feparated  from  the  laciw^e;  the 
latter  being  equally  as  fufceptible  of  relief 
from  local  applications  as  the  former ;  for 
whether  there  be  an  inflammation  of  the 
membrane  alone  originally,  or  of  thofe  in¬ 
numerable  fmall  glands  immediately  under 
it,  the  fymptoms  will  be  nearly  the  fame, 
and  will  require  a  fimilar  treatment. 

Let  us  go  on  to  confider  the  difeafe  in 
its  decline. 

After  it  comes  to  its  height,  the  pain 
lefiens  and  by  degrees  goes  off,  the  running 
generally  afliimes  a  better  colour  and  con-* 
fiftence,  and  at  length  ceafes  :  but  where 
it  does  not  end  fo  favourably,  from  the 
great  relaxation  of  the  veflels  that  furniihed 
it,  a  continual  difcharge  remains,  which 
though  uninfectious,  is  difficult  to  be  re¬ 
strained. 


From  this  review  it  is  clear,  that  from 
the  ftimulus  occafioned  by  the  virulent 
patnre  of  the  difeafe,  an  inflammation  is 
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brought  on,  and  is  the  immediate  occafion 
of  every  painful  fymptom. 

We  fee  alfo  that  bleeding,  cooling,  laxa¬ 
tive  and  antiphlogiftick  remedies  have  ge¬ 
nerally  been  of  fervice  to  remove  the  dif- 
eafe:  but  as  thefe  could  only  aft  as  univer- 
fals,  they  could  not  always  cure.  As  far 
as  to  leflen  the  inflammation,  they  could 
operate,  but  in  the  confequent  relaxation 
they  were  of  no  fervice.  Hence  arofe  the 
necefiity  of  additional  remedies,  which  were 
chofen  according  to  the  particular  opinions 
of  thofe  who  had  the  care  of  the  difeafe. 
Thofe  who  could  not  fatisfy  themfelves 
that  the  virulence  was  fufficiently  correfted 
while  the  running  continued,  efpecially  if 
of  an  ill  colour,  had  recourfe  to  mercurials 
as  the  only  certain  fpecifics.  Others  at¬ 
tempted  to  foften  and  obtund  the  acrimony 
by  balfamicks,  and  others  endeavoured  to 
brace  the  relaxed  vefkls  by  aftringents : 
but  as  thefe  attempts  were  made  by  internals 
only,  they  muft  often  fail.  The  great  al¬ 
teration  they  underwent  in  the  courfe  ST 
the  circulation,  before  they  could  arrive  at 

the 
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the  part  where  they  were  intended  to  aft, 
left  them  too  weak  to  anfwer  the  end. 
Some  indeed  had  recourfe  to  injeftions,  but 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  deferred  them  too 
long. 

Had  the  fame  complaint  fallen  on  any  of 
the  external  parts  of  the  body,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  we  fhould  have  had  recourfe  to 
fuch  local  applications  as  had  a  tendency 
to  cool  the  heat  and  abate  the  pain  ;  and 
whatever  we  had  thought  of  the  virus  of  the 
firft  caufe,  we  fhould  have  endeavoured,  as 
much  as  poffible,  to  appeafe  the  fymptoms* 

It  is  ftrange  that  fo  many  years  fhould 
have  elapfed  before  this  manner  of  reafoning 
could  be  applied  to  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  but 
it  is  hill  more  furprifing  that  fome  ihould 
yet  condemn  the  praftice. 

It  is  certain  that  when  the  fymptoms  of 
a  gonorrhoea  become  gradually  milder,  and 
difappear  by  degrees,  and  in  a  reafonable 
time,  the  cure  is  fafcly  compleated. 


It 


It  may  alfo  be  admitted  as  a  fail,  and  ex¬ 
perience  will  fully  juftify  it,  that  by  the 
help  of  proper  injections  this  end  is  attained 
with  more  certainty  than  by  internals  alone. 

An  anfwer  to  the  following  queries  may 
ferve  to  fhew  the  ufe  of  injections,  and  alfo 
point  out  the  kinds  that  will  beft  fuit  the 
purpofe. 

By  what  method  is  the  cure  performed 
when  only  mild,  cooling,  laxative  methods 
have  been  ufed  without  the  affiftance  of  mer¬ 
curials?  is  the  virulency  corrected  or  expelled  ? 

The  property  of  correcting  the  venereal 
poifon  has  been  univerfally  afcribed  to  mer¬ 
cury  only;  I  believe  nobody  would  truft 
to  a  few  dofes  of  falts  and  manna  In  that 
view. 

If  it  is  carried  off,  whether  it  be  by  the 
inteftinal  canal,  or  by  any  other  of  the  na¬ 
tural  outlets,  it  muft  firft  be  abforbed  and 
pafs  through  the  circulation  ;  in  this  view 
it  muft  leffen  our  apprehenfton  of  the  mif- 

chief 
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chief  that  has  b$en  fuppofed  to  arife  from 
abforption. 

In  either  fuppofition  it  is  plain  that  the 
fears  that  have  influenced  fome  of  our  beft 
writers  with  refpeft  to  injections  will  appear 
to  be  groundlefs  ;  for  would  not  the  event 
be  the  fame  from  either  method  of  fending 
it  into  the  habit  ? 

Let  us  confider  further,  if  the  matter  be 
locked  up  by  aftringents,  what  becomes  of  it? 
Either  it  mu  it  remain  ftiut  up  in  the  yeflels 
in  whi  ch  it  was  lodged  when  the  aftringents 
were  applied,  or  it  muft  be  abforbed  into  the 
circulation  and  fo  pafs  all  over  the  body. 
The  former  of  thefe  fuppofttions  feems  forne- 
times  to  be  the  cafe,  where  the  running  is 
fuddenly  flopped,  whether  with  or  without 
injections,  or  otherwife  we  could  not  ac¬ 
count  for  the  profufe  difcharge  frequently 
confequent  to  fuch  accidents.  But  the  ab¬ 
forption  into  the  habit  deferves  a  further  en¬ 
quiry,  and  it  will  aflift  to  elucidate  the  fub- 
jeft,  if  we  confider  what  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  matter  dilfufed  over  the  habit  in 
its  virulent  ftate. 


This 
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This  matter  is  proved  to  be  capable  of  in- 
fed  mg  the  found  juices  of  the  body,  and  of 
bringing  them  into  a  morbid  ftate  ;  and  tho’ 
the  blood  may  not  be  capable  of  being  thus 
infe&ed,  yet  the  glandular  fecretions  are  all 
of  them  liable  to  be  fo.  Therefore  when  in 
the  courfe  of  the  circulation  it  comes  to  thofe 
glands,  fuch  fymptoms  as  are  confequent 
to  disordered  glands  muft  always  arife,  and 
be  the  conftant  and  invariable  confequence* 

But  let  me  appeal  to  practice  and  obfer- 
vation  ;  is  this  commonly  the  cafe  ?  do  we 
generally  find  that  on  the  ceafingof  the  run- 
ning  a  pox  enfues  ?  or  do  we  not  rather  ob- 
ferve,  that  poxes  moll  commonly  are  com¬ 
municated,  either  from  the  very  beginning, 
or  elfe,  when  the  gonorrhoea  is  the  firft 
Symptom,  is  it  not  ufually  after  a  long-con- 
tinned,  ill-conditioned  running,  that  the  pox 
fupervenes  ?  I  never  knew  a  gonorrhoea 
that  was  not  attended  with  external  ulcers, 
or  hardened  glands,  and  that  was  carried  off 
in  a  reafcnable  time,  ever  leave  a  pox  behind 
it. 


If 
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If  it  be  ufged,  that  by  the  internal  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen  the  inflammation  being 
taken  off,  nature  is  at  liberty  to  do  the  work 
herfelf,  and  that  the  difeafe  funs  bft  by  the 
fame  paffages  it  entered,  let  it  be  admitted  ; 
furely  then,  whatever  external  applications 
will  affift  in  repreiling  the  inflammation, 
efpecially  fuch  as  at  the  fame  time  will  brace 
up  and  ftrengthen  the  fibres,  and  thereby  in- 
creafe  the  moving  power  of  the  veffels,  muft 
be  of  fervice* 

Prom  what  has  been  faid,  the  following 
inferences  may,  I  think,  be  juftly  admitted. 
That  the  lacuna  of  the  urethra  alone  fur- 
nifh  the  principal  part  of  the  matter  in  a 
gonorrhoea  ;  that  the  proftratte  and  vejicul 
Jeminales  are  not  affefted  but  by  length  of 
time,  and  improper  treatment ;  that  local  re¬ 
medies  may  be  of  fervice  in  this  diforder,  as 
they  are  in  other  inflammations.  It  may 
alfo  be  inferred,  that  irritating  and  ftimulat- 
ing  applications  muft  be  injurious,  and  that 
thofe  that  are  cooling  and  fedative  muft  be 
ufeful :  that  the  increafed  heat  and  pain 
brought  on  by  the  former,  muft  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  great  mifchief,  and  that  the  latter 
will,  on  the  contrary  tend  to  prevent  it. 

C  I  owuld 
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I  would  only  add,  in  this  place,  that  I  am 
not  contending  for  the  life  of  injections  only, 
but  for  recommending  them  as  affiftants  to 
internal  remedies.  How  far  they  are  to  be 
trufted  to  alone  is  yet  to  be  determined. 
Thus  much  only  can  be  aflerted,  that  in  fome 
cafes  they  will  frequently  anfwer ;  but  that 
in  others,  there  is  fo  great  a  degree  of  viru¬ 
lence,  that  it  requires  our  utmoft  care  and 
vigilance  to  fubdue  it.  An  error  onthefafe 
tide  is  certainly  the  beft ;  I  would  therefore 
advife,  efpecially  the  younger  practitioners, 
to  negleft  no  methods  that  are  known  to  be 
of  fervice.  Thofe  who  are  beginning  in  bu- 
linefs  may  perhaps  receive  fome  lights  from 
thefe  confiderations,  or  at  leaft  will  have  it 
in  their  power,  by  appealing  to  their  elder 
brethren  m  the  profeffion,  to  afcertain  how 
far  they  may  be  ufeful.  I  by  no  means 
wifh  to  influence  beyond  what  experience 
will  juftify  ;  my  only  aim  in  communicat¬ 
ing  this  treatife  to  the  publick,  is  to  promote 
ufeful  knowledge,  from  which  I  hope  it  will 
be  found  I  have  not  deviated. 

I  {hall  now,  according  to  my  plan,  take 
notice  of  the  various  opinions  of  other  wri¬ 
ters,  who  have  recommended  injeflions  in 

this 
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this  difeafe,  and  in  a  fummary  manner  Meil* 
tion  the  forms  they  made  ufe  of,  to  which  I 
fhall  add  fuch  occahonal  obfervations  as  may 
tend  to  elucidate  the  fubjedt. 

The  firft  writer  that  mentions  them  is 

,  /  -  -  '  V 

Brafavolus ,  who,  as  far  back  as  1555,  re¬ 
commends  an  injection,  prepared  of  a  decoc¬ 
tion  ex  malva ,  althsea>  centinod.  rof.  balauft \ 
in  aq .  plantag*  to  which,  if  the  difeafe  be  at- 
tended  with  much  pain,  he  orders  milk  to  be 
added,  and  fometimes  milk  alone. 

This,  though  far  from  adequate  to  the 
end  propofed,  yet  fo  far  as  wafhing  and  ba¬ 
thing  the  parts  could  anfwer,  was  of  fervice  5 
and  by  joining  emollients,  and  light,  cooling 
reftringents,  comes  nearer  the  mark  than 
many  that  have  been  adopted  even  in  our 
days. 

But  Anthony  Chalmetus ,  who  wrote  in 
1567,  has  fomething  well  deferving  our  at¬ 
tention,  He  is  the  firft  writer  who  feerns 
to  have  known  the  true  ufe  of  injections ; 
and  indeed  comes  fo  near  to  what  is  found 
at  prefent  the  beft  pradtice,  that  it  is  furpri- 
fing  that  his  hints  were  fq  long  negledted* 

C  2  *  In 
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In  {peaking  of  the  gonorrneea,  he  gives  it 
this  remarkable  title,  Ardor  urina *  cum  exuk 
ceratione  urethra*  a  title  as  defcriptive  of  the 
difeafe  as  could  well  be  thought  of.  He  ob- 
ferves  that  fome  were  for  having  the  com¬ 
plaint  neglefted,  in  expectation  that  the  ve¬ 
nom  would  be  exhaufted  by  r  unning  off  this 
way  ;  but  he  declares  himfelf  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  fays  it  fhould  immediately  be 
corrected,  (ince  by  its  continuance  a  con¬ 
firmed  lues  may  be  the  confequence. 

After  directing  fuch  internals  as  he 
thought  proper,  he  orders  fome  eafy  deter¬ 
gent  liquors  to  be  thrown  up  the  urethra, 
inch  as  decoBum  hordeatum  cum  me  Iky  vel 
ferum  laclh  cum  fyr.  violarum ;  and  when  the 
pain  is  urgent,  a  thin  mucilage  ex  femen.  lac~ 
tuca  malva,  pfyllii ,  lint,  cydonioty  in  aq .  ca~ 
prijolii  decoB .  Of  the  juice  of  this  laflt  he 
fays,  creditur  nontantum  urina  ardorem^  fed 
gojiorrhceam  ipfam  curare* 

Where  greater  deterfion  may  be  neceffa- 
ry,  he  orders  as  follows. 

.Iy  Aq%  Vlantaglnis  &  Rofarum  a  a  ^  iij.  Ung.  JEgyp* 
tiac,  2J*  Album  unius  Ovi  dijfolvantur  tS*  pr$ 

duobui  diebus  utatur . 


After- 


Afterwards,  as  more  deficcative,  the  fol- 
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Surely  had  a  proper  attention  been  paid  to 
this  man’s  method,  by  thofe  who  followed 
him,  we  had  not  waited  to  this  age  for  the 
revived  ufe  of  Injections* 

It  may  be  remarked  that  what  he  calls  de¬ 
tergents,  viz.  dccoB .  hord.  cum  melle ,  &  fe°* 
rum  laflis  cum  fyr .  violar .  are  of  the  mildeft 
kind,  and  being  too  weak  to  irritate  the  lire- 
thra,  would  rather  a £t  as  emollients,  and,  as 
fuch,  be  in  fome  degree  fervicable  to  eafe 
pain,  and  relax  the  tenfioti  occafioned  by 
inflammation.  In  his  mucilages  we  may 
obferve,  that  when  the  pain  was  violent,  to 
thofe  which  were  emollient,  he  added  others, 
to  which  were  afcribed  a  cooling  property  ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  he  found  them  greatly 
affiftant  to  internal  medicines,  towards  the 
cure.  The  two  laft  are  frequently  ufed  in 
the  prefent  practice,  except  only  that  the  un- 
guent.  JEgyptiac,  is  improper,  while  the  in¬ 
flammation  continues,  and  is  only  to  be  ufed 
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after  the  virulence  is  gone  off;  and  then  not 
as  a  deterfive,  but  as  an  aftringent  only. 

I  have  found  nothing  equal  to  thefe  pre- 
feriptions  in  any  other  writer,  till  we  come 
nearer  our  own  times. 

Blegny,  Chirurgeon  to  the  French  king,  in 
the  laft  century,  ftrongly  recommended  in¬ 
jections,  and  has  given  us  various  forms  for 
their  compofitipn. 

He  feems  to  have  been  fufficiently  ac* 
quainted  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  me¬ 
thod  of  cure  as  then  praCtifed  ;  but  led  afide 
by  the  intricacies  of  theoretical  and  falfe  rea- 
foiling,  he  led  both  himfelf  and  his  readers 
into  difficulties,  that  neither  he  himfelf  could 
explain,  nor  they  comprehend.  Afterwards 
theories  that  carried  a  greater  degree  of  pro¬ 
bability,  or  at  leaft  were  fupported  by  more 
refpeCtable  authorities,  entirely  overthrew 
his  fyftem,  and  left  it,  together  with  its  au¬ 
thor,  too  fmall  a  (hare  of  reputation,  to  af¬ 
ford  a  fan&ion  even  to  the  more  rational 
part  of  his  practice. 
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He  recommended  fuch  methods  as  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  abate  inflammations,  advifing 
fuch  internals  and  externals,  as  were  of  a 
cooling  nature  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  directs 
anodyne  injections  in  the  inflammatory  ft  ate 
of  the  urethra ;  thefe  to  be  followed  with 
deliccatives  ;  and  when  the  running  is  pro¬ 
tracted  to  an  unufual  length,  agglutinants 
and  ftyptics. 

His  cooling  and  anodyne  injections,  like 
thofe  already  mentioned,  were  compounded 
ex  Jem .  cydon .  lini9  malvte,  &c.  boiled  in  wa¬ 
ter,  to  a  proper  confiftence,  to  which  he  alfo 
adds  milk ,  and  fometimes  he  orders  milk  mixt 
with  equal  quantities  of  a  decoCtion  of  althea 
roots  or  linfeed . 

The  following  formula  will  include  the 
principal  injections  he  made  ufe  of. 

Vitriol .  alb.  bid.  fiorent.  Camphor .  a  a  gfs.  Allurn . 
Rup.  gj.  Aq.  Roj'ar .  Platag.  a  gviij.  M. 

Yy  Mucilag.  Bern.  Cydon.  Pjylii  cum  Aq.  Rofar,  in  quU 
bus  di/Jilv.  Troch,  Alb.  Rhaf.  q.f 

R  Buber .  RaJI.  jfs.  infunde  in  DecoSl.  Plant,  lb*  j.  per 
Dies  tres  ;  colatura  adde  Aq •  Aluminis  ^ij.  M. 

R  Terror  rubra  in  Retorto  pojl  nritriolum  dijlillatum  re - 
perto  3j.  Alum .  calcinat.  Sacchar .  condit .  a  gr,  viij. 
dijfolv.  in  Deco  ft.  Cort .  Granator .  lb.  ij. 

C4  R 
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Alabajlri  Fitharg.  Auri ,  Sal Saturn1 \  Sarcocolla^  Olt~ 
lani ,  a  a  'Q.f.  Pulv .  fubtiliff.  &  mi/ceatur  in  Be- 
co8.  Furfur .  &  Plan  tag.  ft)  ij. 


To  thefe  he  has  added  a  compofition  fo 
little  differing  from  the  lapis  me  die  ament  ofus 
Crollii,  or  the  pulv.  ajtringens  of  Du  Verney% 
that  it  is  needlefs  to  tranferibe  it. 


He  obferves,  andjuftly,  thatfome  compos 
fitions  will  anfwer  in  one  cafe  better  than  an? 
other  ;  and  that  in  obftinate  cafes  you  may 
be  obliged  to  try  feveral,  and  that  you  may 
weaken  them  at  pleafure,  if  the  patient  com¬ 
plains  of  pain. 


The  impropriety  of  jumbling  together 
fpeh  a  number  of  fimilar  medicines  any  one 
will  perceive  \  and  whoever  makes  experi¬ 
ments  of  them  will  find  the  greater  part 
much  too  ftrong  for  general  ufe,  even  in  the 
decline  of  the  difeafe,  and  altogether  intole¬ 
rable  in  the  inflammatory  ftate  ;  it  is  there¬ 
fore  no  wonder  to  find  that  they  are  now 
laid  afide? 


He  had  certainly  a  better  method  of  com¬ 
pounding  his  injections  than  thefe  forms,  by 

'  his 
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his  obferving,  that  by  a  right  ufe  ofthefe  re¬ 
medies,  or  others  of  the  fame  nature,  you 
will  ki  fifteen,  eighteen,  or  twenty  days  at 
molt,  accomplilh  the  cure  of  all  thofe  gonor** 
rhoeas  in  which  there  is  a  running  without 
pain  and  inflammation.  But  when  pain  and 
inflammation  intervene,  you  are  to  have  re- 
cpurfe  to  the  emollients  and  anodynes  before 
mentioned ;  to  which  he  has  added  the  fol¬ 
lowing. 

jj  Hordei  mund.  ^ij.  coque  in  aq .  commun .  ad  c repit. 
Colatur#  adde  Syr.  Rofarum  Jiccat •  Abjintbii  a  a  M9 

^  DccoSl.  Fol.  Apii  njulg.  lb.  j.  Mel.  Rofar .  2j.  M. 

Rad.  Arifloloch.  rotund .  Gentian  a  in  taleolas  JeSl.  a  £ 
gfs.  Coque  in  Aq.  commun.  Ibj.  per  boram  unant  Cola- 
tuns  adde  Myrrh#  fubtiL  pulv.  gfs.  M. 

Entering  fo  many  formulae  may  feem  te« 
dious  to  thofe  who  have  already  feen  them  ; 
but  as  there  are  probably  fome  who  have 
not,  I  thought  it  might  be  of  fervice  to  bring 
the  whole  into  one  view,  as  we  may  there¬ 
by  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  proprir 
ety  or  impropriety  of  the  methods  made  ufe 
of. 
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Mayern  gives  us  the  following. 

Jy  Aq.  Calc .  ^  vj.  Mel.  Rofat .  ^ij.  Merc.  dulc.  in  Alkool. 
redact l  M.  f.  injedho. 

This  is  the  firft  mercurial  injection  I  have 
met  with ;  but  fome  years  after  him,  Mujita- 
nus ,  as  will  be  feen  prefently,  praifes  a  com- 
pofition  of  the  fame  kind  very  highly.  How 
far  they  may  be  ferviceable  in  fome  particu- 
circumftances,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
determine  ;  but  in  the  beginning,  or  during 
the  inflammatory  ftate,  I  can  by  no  means 
think  them  proper,  for  reafons  I  lhall  men¬ 
tion,  when  I  fpeak  of  mercurial  injections  in 

Martin  Lifter  makes  an  addition  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  feen  any  where  elfe,  viz. 
of  opium,  as  follows. 

Jy  Aq .  Plantag.  &  Papav .  rhaad.  a  a  ^iij.  Opii  lent 
uflulati  ^j.  Mel.  Rofar.  ^j.  Track,  e  Miniopuro  Mt- 
tallico  M.  f.  Injedito. 

Unde  ( alt )  intra  paucos  dies ,  &  urince 
punBiones ,  &  gonorrhceam  ex  toto  definere. 

How  far  the  opium  in  this  competition  may 
be  ufeful  I  know  not,  having  never  tried  it ; 

h  u  s 
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perhaps  from  comparative  reafoning,  as  an 
appealer  of  pain,  it  might  fometimes  be  life- 
ful. 


The  credit  of  this  writer  is  fcarcely  fuffi- 
cient  to  eftablilh  an  opinion.  He  was  chief¬ 
ly  remarkable  for  his  liberal  life  of  canthari- 
des,  a  method  countenanced  by  fome  in  our 
days,  who  have  impofed  on  the  publick  fi- 
milar  compofitions,  though  without  the  ho- 
nefty  and  publick  fpiritednefs  of  our  author. 
But  this  by  the  way.  Mufitanus  fpeaks  high¬ 
ly  of  the  following  formula,  which  differs 
from  that  given  by  Mayern  only  by  fubfti- 
tuting  aqua  plantagims  in  the  room  of  the 
the  aqua  calc  is,  thus, 

Aq.  Plantag.  ?viij.  quibus  dljjbhe  Mercuni  fublimati 
dulcis  in  Alkooi  redafti  ypj.  agitentur  Jimul  &  liquor • 
ilk  turbidus  ac  tepidus  Sy phone  eburneo  in  urethram  inj j* 
ciatur  indies? 

He  calls  this  injection  a  fpecific,  and  fay$ 
it  will  cure  a  gonorrhoea  in  three  days. 


William  Cochburn ,  whofe  writings  have 
made  him  fufficiently  known,  has  put  this 
matter  in  a  clearer  light,  than  any  other  I 
have  met  with, 
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From  an  accurate  anatomical  furvey  of 
the  parts,  he  has  advanced  and  maintained 
the  following  positions. 

i 

»  .  ■  • 

*  «. 

I.  That  the  (eat  of  the  difeafe  is  at  no  time 

in  the  proftrate  glands  or  vejiculte feminales  : 
but  that  it  is  always  in  the  glandules  of  the 
urethra  or  the  lacunae  of  thofe  parts. 

II.  That  the  difeafe  is  to  be  cured  by  an 
hjettion  of  his  own  invention  fey  which  alone 
the  acrimony  of  the  difcharge  is  corrected, 
its  virulence  fubdued,  the  flux  reftrained,  and 
the  part  healed,  without  any  trouble  or  dan* 
ger  of  fupervening  accidents. 

For  his  manner  of  fupporting  his  theory, 
fee  his  treatife  on  the  fymptoms,  nature, 
caufe  and  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea. 

I  fhall  only  obferve  here,  that  if  he  hascar^ 
ried  the  matter  too  far,  in  faying  that  the 
pro  ft raise  and  vefculre  feminales  are  never  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  others  have  erred  as  much, 
and  laid  far  greater  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
curing  it,  by  placing  it  principally  there. 


Jftrucs 


[  29  3 

AJlruc* s  criticifm  on  Boerhaave  confirms 
this  do&rine  more,  I  believe,  than  he  intend¬ 
ed,  as  he  was  f©  great  an  enemy  to  this  way 
of  reafoning,  and  has  taken  fo  much  pains  to 
eftablifli  a  contrary  opinion. 

Speaking  of  a  chancre,  he  fays,  that  it  is 
not  lodged  in  the  adipofe  Membrane ,  but  on 
1  the  tegument  itfelf,  or  at  leaft  in  thofe  ) eba - 
ceous  vejfels  underneath ,  which  are  thick 
Jpread  on  the  glands  and  its  coronre ,  &c. 
This  is  evident  from  the  view  of  fuch  ulcers 
which  are  feated  only  in  the  parts  in  which 
thofe  veffels  are  confpicuous,  and  from 
their  orbicular  form,  and  aifo  from  the  ma¬ 
ture  of  the  fear  left  after  healing,  which  is 
either  none  at  all  or  fcarce  difcernable.  An 
argument  that  no  more  than  the  cutaneous 
fuperfices  was  deftroyed  by  the  erofion  of 
the  venereal  virus. 

But  to  return  to  our  author. 

It  is  well  known  that  he  laid  a  principal 
ffrefs  in  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhea  on  the 
ufe  of  his  injection ,  and  in  order  to  give  it 
the  greater  virtue,  like  moft  of  his  follow¬ 
ers,  cautions  you  againft  the  ufe  of  impro¬ 
per 


per  ones,  by  which,  I  apprehend,  is  to  be 
underftood  all  others  but  hrs  own. 

What  his  injeftion  was  compofed  of  may 
be  guefled  at,  by  his  own  account  of  its  vir¬ 
tues,  and  from  his  manner  of  treating  the 
inflammatory  and  fpafmodic  fymptoms. 

He  is.  It  miift  be  confefled,  very  cautious 
of  dropping  any  hints  by  which  his  inqul* 
fitive  brethren  might  difcover  his  medicine, 
but  fome,  from  the  nature  of  his  fubject, 
were  unavoidable. 

In  page  ijb8.  3d  ed.  he  fays,  His  in¬ 
jection  is  ufefiil  at  all  times  of  a  gonorrhaea/* 
It  muft  not  therefore  be  heating,  (harp,  or 
flimulating,  for  if  fo,  it  could  not  be  borne 
during  the  inflammatory  flate. 

Page  129.  By  his  inje&ion  the  fharp- 
nets  is  deftroyed.9’- — Is  not  this  tantamount 
to  leflening  the  inflammation  ? 

Page  196,  To  remove  the  cordee,  ire 
recommends  St.  Francis’s  miftrefs  (a  lady 
of  Snow)  as  a  certain  relief. 


Page 
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Page  224.  For  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms,  he  recommends  “  fuch  medicines  as 
allay  the  preffing  inflammation,  and  fecure 
the  parts  againft  corrofion  with  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  the  corruption.”  For  this  purpofe 
he  advifes  the  following  recipienda. 

R  Lee.  tepidi.  aq.  rofar .  rub .  a  2j. 

Sacch.  faturni  "Zifs  M.  et  fove 

Gian  deni  et  partes  vicinas* 

R  Flor.  Sambuc.  Furfur .  Sill  gin ;  a  a  M,  ).  Rad. 

JLilior .  alb.  ^}.  Decoque  in  Aq.  Spermat .  ranar . 

Lafi.  recent .  lb.  j.  Colatura  tepid#  adde  Balfatn . 

Batumi  ^i.  M.  et  fe'veantur  partes  tumid#. 

Will  it  not  be  a  natural  inference,  that 
as  his  injection  was  ufeful  in  every  ft  ate  of 
a  gonorrhoea,  and  from  his  formulae  for  in¬ 
flammatory  fymptoms,  that  it  was  com¬ 
pounded  of  cooling  and  refrigerating  ingre¬ 
dients  ?  And  does  not  the  fuccefs  that  at¬ 
tends  a  fimilar  pra&ice  at  prefent,  render 
it  probable  that  the  fal  Jaturni ,  vitriolic  or 
the  like,  were  the  principal  articles  in  his 
compofition  ?  It  may  further  be  fuppofed 
to  be  of  this  kind,  as  we  know  of  no  others 
of  equal  efficacy  for  this  purpofe. 


To 
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To  this  may  be  added,  that  as  he  ftudied 
35 legny  well  in  order  to  overthrow  his  hy- 
pothefis,  who  particularly  recommended 
thefe  kinds  of  injections,  it  is  not  improba¬ 
ble  that  Cockburn  might  retain  the  ufeful 
parts  of  his  practice,  though  he  controverted 
the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded. 

Another  eafy  and  exaCt  method  of  curing 
the  venereal  difeafe  appeared  in  1*748,  by 
Dr.  Projily ,  who  is  a  faithful  copyer  of 
Cockburn ,  both  in  Theory  and  Practice,  and 
like  him,  a  general  friend  to  mankind  as 
far  as  his  Greek  water  and  aphrodijiac 
pills  can  be  of  fervice,  a  due  refpedl  being 
neverihelefs  had  to  his  own  advantage.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  his  account,  in  the  cure  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  We  rauft  firfi  endeavour  to  de¬ 
li  roy  the  acrimony  of  the  difcharge,  and 
repair  the  relaxation  of  the  excretory  dudls ; 
to  do  this  he  gives  crude  mercury  mixt  with 
purgatives  in  pills ;  then  fome  aftringent 
medicines,  and  his  Greek  water  by  way  of 
injeftion. 

As  he  gave  aftringents  internally,  it  is 
reafonabk  to  fuppofe,  that  he  had  rio  ob¬ 
jection 
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jeftion  to  their  outward  application,  and 
as  he  orders  fal  faturm  with  other  cool¬ 
ing  falts  for  the  heat  in  the  water,  it  may 
naturally  be  fuppofed  that  his  Greek  water 
was  of  the  fame  kind.  Whether  camphire 
might  be  added  to  it  I  know  not,  having 
never  had  the  good  fortune  to  fee  any  of  it; 
but  from  his  frequent  prefcribing  of  that  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  injections  he  recommends,  it  is 
not  improbable  it  made  a  part  of  the  compo- 
fition.  I  (hall  mention  his  injedtions  to 
complete  my  plan. 

After  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercurial 
laxative  medicines,  he  orders  this  to  fhorten 
the  running. 

Ig  T roc  ht  Alb .  Rhafts  Jiij.  Camphor  a  folvi  in  Aq9 

hordeat.  fxij .pro  Injedione. 

The  proportion  of  camphire  in  this  for¬ 
mula  is  much  too  large,  few  people  (men 
especially)  could  bear  half  of  it.  A  very 
material  circumftance  is  alfo  omitted  in  the 
preparation.  Whenever  camphire  is  order¬ 
ed  in  a  watery  menftruum  it  (hould  be  ftrain- 
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ed  through  paper  ;  for  as  it  is  indiffoluble  in 
water,  feme  final}  flakes,  in  fpight  of  all 
our  care,  would  remain,  and  when  thrown 
up  the  urethra,  would,  from  its  great  heat  and 
pungency,  excite  fymptoms  not  Inferior  to 
the  mo  ft  painful  venereal  ones.  I  had  once 
the  misfortune  to  meet  with  this  accident  in 
an  urethra  not  at  all  inflamed  ;  in  an  Inftant 
after  the  injection  was  thrown  up,  the  patient 
complained  of  a  burning  heat  in  the  paftage, 
which  prefen  tly  grew  fo  intolerable  that  I 
was  obliged  to  injeft  plain  water  to  wafh  it 
out  again. 

He  orders  alio  the  fame  injeftion  for  a 
woman,  only  increasing  the  troches  to  5fs. 
and  the  camphire  to  gfs,  the  fame  injection 
may  be  made  to  this  ;  though  women  will 
bear  much  Stronger  injections  than  men. 

Another  injeftion  (for  a  woman)  is  as 
follows. 

If  Troch .  alb.  Rhaf.  Lap .  Calamin. pp.  a  a  Terra 
Japonic a  jfs.  Ja.  Rofar .  ?xij.  M.po  inje  tlioue. 


For 
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For  a  cafe  of  ten  weeks  flanding,  he  or¬ 
ders  , 

R  Terebinth.  'venet.'Zj],  folve  cum  *viteL  Ovi  in* 

corporentur  cum  OL  Litii  pojiea  infunde  Aq.  Hor • 
deal,  lt)j .  M. 

It  is  always  to  be  obferved,  that  whatever 

*r  ' 

variations  there  are  in  thefe  compofitions, 
yet  the  Greek  water  will  anfwer  the  end  of 
all,  and  is  to  be  fuppofed  a  better  medicine 
than  any  other. 

In  another  place  for  a  flight  running, 

R  Alabajlri  Litharg .  curi  fed  Batumi,  Sarcocolli  et 
Olibani  a  7p.  puVv,  et  mifeeant.  in  Decod.  Furfur*  et 
Flangtag ,  R,j ,  pro  ivjedione. 

This  is  a  very  injudicious  com  politico;  for 
though  the  abforbent  powders  may  in  feme 
inftances  be  properly  enough  added  to  the 
refrigerating  falts,  yet  the  alabajter  is  by  no 
means  equal  to  bole  and  others  of  that  clafs, 
on  account  of  its  hardnefs  and  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  rendering  it  fine  enough  for  fuch 
a  tender  part  as  the  urethra ;  neither  could 

D  z  there 
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there  be  any  neceffity  of  ufing  the  litharge 
and  ics  fait  in  the  fame  compofition.  The 
above  prefcription  is  copied  from  Blegny , 
and  likewife  the  following  one  which  is  of 
twice  its  ftrength. 

He  next  gives  us  at  large  th zpulvis  aftrin - 
'  gens  du  Verney ,  cujus 

R,  Drachmas  tres,  Merc,  dulc .  in  Alkool  red&gliTg],  Aq. 
.Plant  ag*  Kofar.  a  a  ?iv.  agitentur  Jltnul  et  liquor  is  il~ 
litis  turhidi  ac  tepidi  in  urethram  injiciatur  indies* 

If  this  will  not  do,  furely  nothing  will ; 
for  whatever  deficiencies  may  arife  from  the 
application  of  Du  Verney  $  or  Mufitanus's 
method  fingly,  yet  when  their  united  powers 
are  employed,  they  furely  cannnot  fail  of 
fuccefs :  perhaps  the  greater  the  trouble  the 
better  the  medicine  ;  but  a  fimilar  compofi¬ 
tion,  and  of  equal  virtues,  may  be  obtained 
from  any  of  the  vitriols  calcined,  and  mixed 
with  jdq,  calcis .  Thofe  who  like  the  addition 
of  the  Mercury  may  find  various  preparations 
of  it,  that  will  readily  mix  with  this  form. 


He 
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He  hasalfo  added  to  this  formula  another 
from  Blegny ,  with  the  ferra  rubra  left  in 
the  retort  after  the  diftillation  of  the  ftrong 
Spirit  of  Vitriol^  and  concludes  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ; 

R  Aq%  Symphit.  Vin «,  riihr.  a  a  Jviij.  fah  Scord.  M.j. 

Uniter  bulliant  ;  colatur#  adde  O /.  Lint  camp b.  j.  M. 

Thefe  are  all  the  variations  worth  re¬ 
marking  that  he  has  dire&ed,  to  which  I 
have  payed  a  more  particular  attention  as 
they  afford  plenty  of  materials  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  injections.  Though  by  the  way  it 
mu  ft  be  obferved,  that  the  compofitions  are 
for  the  m oft  part  much  too  ftrong  for  gene* 
ral  ufe.  I  do  not  acquit  the  doftor  of  a  de- 
fign  in  thefe  formate,  for  as  they  will,  on 
account  of  their  ftrength,  be  feldom  admifla* 
ble,  the  Greek  water  will  ftand  a  fairer  chance 
for  being  employed. 

Hitherto  we  meet  with  nothing  worth 
notice  on  mercurial  injections,  Mayern  and 
Mujitanus  being  the  only  writers  that  re¬ 
commended  them.  The  injections  princi¬ 
pally  recommended  being  either  mucilages 

D3  to 
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to  (often  and  defend  the  parts,  or  cooling  an- 
tiphlogiftic  remedies  to  lellen  the  iniiam- 
mation. 

But  after  Afirac  and  "Turner  had  given 
their  thoughts  on  this  difeafe,  and  had  fo 
ftrongly  oppofed  thefe  kinds  of  medicines 
in  general,  praditioners  were  afraid  to  ufe 
them.  Cooling  and  repelling  were  looked 
upon  as  fynonimous  terms,  and  therefore 
medicines  that  pofleffed  thefe  properties  were 
fuppofed  to  lock  up  the  infedious  matter, 
and  thereby  fend  it  all  over  the  habit. 

On  the  other  hand  mercury  was  known 
to  be  the  only  certain  fpecific  in  the  more  ad¬ 
vanced  ft  ages  of  the  difeafe,  both  internally 
to  clear  the  habit,  and  externally  to  remove 
the  fymptoms. 

The  obfervation  of  the  effed  of  mercury 
externally  applied  to  venereal  ulcers,  feerns 
to  have  led  iurgeons  into  the  notion  of  trying 
its  efficacy  in  the  form  of  injedions  in  a  go¬ 
norrhoea. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  were  fuppofed  to  deftroy  the  vene¬ 
real  virus  in  the  parts  firfi  infeCted,  and  by 
being  immediately  applied,  were  fuppofed  to 
correct  the  virulence,  fo  as  to  prevent  fur¬ 
ther  damage. 

*  * 

The  forms  of  mercurial  injections  have 
been  as  various  as  the  different  preparations 
of  that  mineral  would  admit  of,  from  a  fo- 
lution  of  corrofive  fublimate  to  the  moft 
limple  diyilion  of  its  parts  by  mucilages. 
Thefe  have  again  been  combined  with  inch 
other  fubftances  as  were  fuppofed  to  add  to 
its  virtues,  or  to  lefien  its  inconveniences. 
For  this  purpofe  aq.  calcis  is  ufed  to  ren¬ 
der  it  more  drying,  mucilages  and  oils  to  de¬ 
fend  the  urethra  from  its  acrimony. 

But  to  what  purpofe  is  it  to  ufe  a  medi¬ 
cine  whofe  fenfible  qualities  are  contrary  to 
the  intention  ?  If  its  operation  muft  be  re- 
ftrained,  why  muft  it  be  ufed  ?  The  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  aq*  calcis  has  the  fanftion  indeed 
of  good  authority  for  its  ufe,  and  in  feme 
particular  kinds  of  ulcers  aflifts  the  virtues  of 
the  mercurial ;  but  unlefs  my  obfervation 

D  4  deceives 
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deceives  me,  it  gives  not  this  affiftance  in 
inflammations,, 

But  the  oils  can  only  reftrain  the  operati¬ 
on  of  the  medicine,  by  inveloping  the  fpiculae 
of  the  falts  by  its  vicidity,  and  thereby  pre¬ 
venting  them  from  coming  into  a&ion. 

Inflammations  moft  commonly  terminate 
in  refolution  or  fuppuration.  As  to  gan¬ 
grene  and  feirrhus  I  omit  them  as  foreign  to 
my  purpofe. 

Refolution  is  promoted  by  fuch  topics  as 
cool  the  parts,  and  affift  the  aftion  of  the 
veffels  on  their  contained  fluids. 

Suppuration  by  emollients. 

Will  the  corrofive  preparations  of  mer¬ 
cury  anfwer  either  of  thefe  purpofes  ? 

The  fame  objections  lye  againft  the  milder 
preparations,  as  calomel, &c.  thefe  differ  only 
in  degree,  and  their  effefts  therefore  can 


can 


[  41  ] 

only  be  lefs  in  proportion  to  their  ftrengtb, 
but  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  fame  objection  alfo  holds  good  a- 
gainft  thofe  preparations  that  are  made  by 
trituration  with  the  natural  balfams  or 
gums. 

For  though  mercury,  in  its  crude  ftate,  is 
perfectly  devoid  of  acrimony,  yet  when  di¬ 
vided  into  very  minute  particles,  it  becomes  a 
very  affive  mineral,  having  a  power  of  dif- 
folving  the  juices,  and  rendering  them  highly 
acrimonious;  witnefs  its  effects  on  the  falival 
glands.  Applied  to  wounds,  it  ftimulates  and 
inflames,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  made 
ufe  of,  and  the  mediums  employed.  With 
the  natural  balfams  it  becomes  highly  pene¬ 
trating,  and  fufficiently  acrimonious  to  di- 
geft  the  (loughs  from  foul  ulcers.  And  if  it 
has  not  thofe  properties  in  equal  degree  when 
divided  by  mucilages,  it  is  principally  owing 
to  the  great  difficulty  of  fufficiently  dividing 
it  by  fuch  means,  and  to  its  being  lefs  adhe- 
five,  and  thereby  not  flaying  long  enough 
on  the  part,  and  to  the  very  final!  quantity 
•  which 
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which  thereby  comes  into  aftion ;  and  there¬ 
fore  though  applications  of  this  kind  give 
little  or  no  pain,  they  are  alfo  for  the  fame 
reafon,  to  be  fufpe&ed  of  doing  little  or  no 
fervice. 

Conlidered  in  another  view  as  an  antidote 
to  the  venereal  virus,  I  fhould  apprehend 
that  from  this  mode  of  application,  little  good 
is  to  be  expected. 

It  is,  I  believe,  a  matter  yet  to  be  decided, 
whether  mercury  cures  the  venereal  difeafe 
by  altering  the  quality  of  the  poifon,  and 
thereby  rendering  it  innoxious,  or  by  remov- 
the  obftruftions,  and  thereby  enabling  na¬ 
ture  to  carry  it  off  through  the  common  out¬ 
lets  of  the  body. 

If  the  former  be  the  cafe,  how  comes  it  that 
in  fome  inftances  venereal  ulcers  fo  long  re- 
lift  mercurial  applications,  fo  as  not  to  be 
cured  till  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury 
be  introduced  into  the  habit ;  and  which  by 
the  way  would  have  been  cured  as  certainly 
without  the  external  application  as  with  it. 

To 
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To  confirm  the  latter  fuppofition,  it  is  not 
neceflary  that  the  fecretions  he  remarkably 
increafed,  as  the  virulent  matter  may  be 
thrown  off  by  degrees*  till  the  habit  be  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  it. 

It  is  a  doubt  with  fome  able  pradlition-? 
ers  whether  mercury  fhould  be  applied  in 
any  form  to  local  complaints  in  this  difeafe. 

j  '> 

Dr.  Fordyce  in  his  review  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  has  fome  ftriking  remarks  on  this 
fubjedt.  He  fays  “  that  fuch  applications 
“  reprefs,  or  at  beft  only  tramlate  the  com- 
^  plaints  for  which  they  are  ufed,  rather 
*c  than  extirpate  them." 

The  following  obfervation  1  have  more 
than  once  feen  verified. 

“  Rub  a  little*  fuppofe  lefs  than  a  dram  at  a 
“  time,  of  mercurial  ointment  upon  a  chan- 
46  ere,  a  beginning  bubo,  or  a  phymofis,  and 
66  repeat  it  daily  for  three  or  four  times,  and 
i6  it  will  remove  the  appearance  of  difeafe 
“  from  that  part,  and  drive  it  into  the  confti- 
^  tution*  perhaps  upon  the  bones,  probably 

66  into 
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U  into  the  throat,  but  always  from  the  part, 
“  Every  mercurial  application  to  a  venereal 
fore,  whether  chancre  or  bubo,  is  equally 
64  improper  till  you  have  conquered  the  in- 
46  fettion.” 


If  then  mercurial  applications  are  impro¬ 
per  or  dangerous  externally  applied  to  vene¬ 
real  ulcers,  mercurial  injections  muft  alfo 
be  improper  for  the  running  from  the  ureth¬ 
ra,  except  we  could  allow  what  fome  con¬ 
tend  for,  that  the  clap  and  pox  are  diftinft 
difeafes* 


I  have  made  frequent  experiments  with 
various  forms  of  mercurial  injections,  and 
could  never  find  any  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  were  of  much  fervice. 

W 

Solutions  of  corrofive  fublimate  leave  an 
uneafy  fenfe  of  heat  on  the  part.  Galo- 
mel  well  triturated,  occafions  lefs  heat,  but 
gives  little  or  no  relief  to  painful  fymptoms. 
The  effects  of  mercury  incorporated  with 
mucilages  is  nearly  the  fame :  it  feems  to 
he  of  no  other  ufe,  than  what  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  any  light  detergent  wafh,  and 

for 
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for  this  purpofe,  in  long  protraCted,  ill  co¬ 
loured  difcharges,  it  is  fometimes  fervice- 
able. 

The  only  injection  of  this  kind  I  ever 
thought  of  ufe,  was  a  folution  of  mer curias 
Jacliaratus ,  and  from  this  at  one  time,  by 
a  few  cafes  in  which  it  anfwered  well,  I  con* 
ceived  good  hopes  of  advantage  ;  but  repeat¬ 
ed  experiments  have  iince  convinced  me,  that 
like  ail  other  mercurial  injections,  it  is  not  to 
be  depended  upon. 

One  obfervation  holds  good  for  all,  that 
when  they  feem  to  be  of  fervice,  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  a  long  time  before  they  effeCt  it ;  and 
fometimes  after  ufing  them  feveral  weeks, 
you  mu  ft  wait  yet  longer  for  a  difappearance 
of  the  running.  And  when  we  conftder  the 
patient  during  the  whole  time  under  a  courfe 
of  internal  medicines,  we  may  naturally  ex- 
peCt  an  equal  benefit  from  aq.  horde atum  & 
mcl.  rofar .  a  compofttion  that  feveral  in  the 
praftice  frequently  ufe,  efpecialiy  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  difeafe,  to  very  good  purpofe  ; 
and  indeed  fo  beneficial  are  all  kinds  of  cool- 
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ing  waffles  in  the  beginnings  and  during  the 
inflammatory  ftate  of  this  dileafe,  that  they 
will  render  the  cure  much  more  expeditious 
and  certain  than  any  other  means  without 
them. 

The  principal  formulae  of  mercurial  in¬ 
jections  that  have  fallen  under  my  notice 
have  been 

A  folution  of  mere,  corrof.  fublitnat.  from 
one  grain  to  four  or  five,  to  an  ounce  of 
water. 


The  fame  medicine  in  Aq .  calc  is. 

Thofe  of  Mayern  and  Mufitanus  before- 
mentioned. 


Another  of  the  fame  kind  by  Mr*  Falk„ 
lately  publifhed,  which  is  compofed  of  a 
fcruple  of  well  waffled  Calomel  to  an  ounce 
of  water* 

T o  thefe  may  be  added  a  folution  of  mer¬ 
cury,  after  Dr.  Plenk's  method,  by  Mr.  Row- 
ley ,  with  an  addition  of  iinfeed  oil, 
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As  alfo  the  following  formula,  which  1 
have  fo  frequently  met  with  in  private  pre- 
fcription,  that  it  feems  to  have  been  as  much 
ufed  as  any. 

ig,  Ung.  Car ul.  fort,  jfs.  OI.  Olivar ,  ( <vel  Lini)  jij. 
aqs  font .  ^vj.  'vitel,  ov,  q,  s.  fat .  injettio. 

The  greafy  oily  additions  in  thefe  laft 
prefcriptions  feem  as  little  calculated  to  an* 
fwer  any  good  pnrpofe  as  the  mercury  itfelf. 

In  fuperficial  inflammations  attended  with 
an  acrimonious  difcharge,  and  on  fuch  parts, 
where  the  external  membrane  is  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  fine  and  irritable,  as  the  lining  of  the 
urethra,  and  internal  parts  of  the  eye-lids, 
oily  and  greafy  applications  are  found  to  be 
injurious  ;  Whether  it  be  that  from  the  vif- 
cidity  of  their  parts,  they  obftruft  the  finer 
vefi'els,  or  that  from  their  aptnefs  to  grow 
rancid  from  heat,  they  acquire  an  acri¬ 
mony  of  their  own,  I  do  not  determine ; 
but  certain  it  is  that  fuch  applications  to 
thefe  parts  I  have  mentioned,  will  aggra* 
vate  inftead  of  appealing  painful  fymptoms. 
I  have  known  a  bread  and  milk  poultice 

with 
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with  a  large  addition  of  oil,  render  a  per- 
fon  in  an  opthalmy  alnioft  delirious;  and 
the  fame  perfon  was  relieved  by  changing 
the  poultice  for  one  of  bread  foaked  in  wa¬ 
ter  and  applied  cold. 

Again,  the  known  property  of  oil  to  ge¬ 
nerate  loofe  fpongy  flefh  when  applied  to 
ulcers,  fhould  forbid  its  life  in  the  urethra, 
as  fuch  an  effect  would  produce  very  difa- 
greable  confequences. 

Upon  the  whole,  neither  mercurial,  oily, 
nor  baifamic  medicines  appear  to  be  of  any 
fervice  in  inflammations  of  the  urethra,  as 
their  manifeft  qualities  are  contrary  to  the 
Intention  either  of  removing  the  pain,  or  re- 
preffing  the  inflammation  ;  and  accordingly 
we  find  that  cooling  antiphlogiftick  appli¬ 
cations  are  not  only  of  more  fervice  to 
abate  the  pain,  but  alfo  that  a  cure  is  obtain¬ 
ed  by  the  ufe  of  them  with  more  certainty, 
and  in  lefs  time  than  by  the  others. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  fince  my  thoughts 

have  been  employed  on  this  fubjeft,  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  an  injedlion 

of  a  celebrated  practitioner  in  this  way ,  which 

I 
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I  foitnd  to  be  a  weak  foliation  of  vitriolum  al¬ 
bum,  with  an  addition  of  bole* 

Having  gone  through  the  opinions  of 
others,  as  far  as  is  neceflary  to  form  a  judg- 
ment  on  their  praftice,  and  having  alfo  given 
the  principal  forms  that  have  been  recom¬ 
mended,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  add  fucli  ob- 
fervations  as  may  tend  to  point  out  the  in¬ 
tentions  to  be  anfwered,  and  the  materials 
moft  proper  for  the  purpofe* 

That  injections,  therefore,  may  be  bene¬ 
ficial  in  a  gonorrhoea,  they  fhould  poflefs 
fuch  properties  as  are  ufeful  in  an  inflamed 
ftate  of  the  parts. 

They  fliould  be  fuch  as  cool  the  heat,  al¬ 
lay  pain,  and  refift  putrefaction* 

They  fliould  be  moderately  ftimulating, 
difcutient,  and  fedative* 

They  fliould  have  a  tendency  to  preferve 
the  elafticity  of  the  veffels,  and  to  refift  the 
too  great  influx  of  the  fluids  into  them. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  are  neceflary  properties  during  the 
inflammatory  ftate  of  the  urethra. 

All  heating,  and  greatly  ftimulating,  or 
acrimonious  medicines  are  to  be  avoided ;  as 
alfo  all  fuch  as  by  their  relaxing  property, 
weaken  the  actions  of  the  folids,  and  there¬ 
by  render  them  lefs  able  to  refill  the  accu¬ 
mulating  matter. 

Superficial  inflammations,  are  certainly  en- 
creafed  by  relaxing  topicks,  and  acrimony 
will  be  rather  produced  than  deftroyed  by 
oily  applications. 

In  fhort,  whatever  contributes  to  preferve 
the  folids,  to  promote  a  free  circulation 
through  the  veflels,  to  leflen  the  heat,  and 
allay  pain,  are  certainly  the  means  we  are  to 
make  ufe  of. 

It  is  needlefs  to  fearch  through  the  whole 
materia  me  die  a ,  for  every  article  that  has  a 
tendency  to  promote  thefe  effects,  and  there¬ 
fore  though  all  abforbent  earths ,  vegetable 
and  mineral  acids ,  contain  more  or  lefs  of  the 

properties  we  want,  yet  I  fhall  only  feleft  a 

few 
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few,  fuch  as  are  moft  ufeful  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  and  fuch  as  will  generally  anfwer  the 

end.  ** 

For  this  purpdfe  I  fhall  mention  Bole ,  Ce* 
fus ,  Sal  Batumi ,  all  the  Vitriols *  and  JErugo 
JEris  ;  to  thefe  may  be  occafionally  added, 
Sal  Ammoniac ,  Aq.  Calc  is,  and  Camphor  i 
from  thefe  materials  may  be  feledled  all  that 
is  neceflary  in  moft  cafes,  for  the  inject  ions 
1  am  {peaking  of 

Bole ,  as  it  contains  a  {mall  portion  of  the 
Vitriolic  acid,  is  fomewhat  cooling,  and  from 
its  foft,  glutinous  quality,  it  is  a  defenfative 
from  acrimony  ;  its  principal  ufe  is  as  an  ab- 
forbent;  I  have  mentioned  it  chiefly  as  an 
intentional  medicine,  which,  as  alfo  the  cr« 
rufs ,  might  ferve  for  thofe  variations,  that 
are  frequent  and  neceflary  in  praftice* 

Sal  Saiurhi  is  cooling,  lightly  aftringent 
and  fedative.  Its  aftfingency  is  notfo  great 
on  experiment  as  its  harfh  ftyptic  tafte 
feems  to  imply.  It  is  lefs  aftringent  than 
either  of  the  other  falts,  but  its  fedative  qua¬ 
lity  is  much  greater.  Largely  diluted  and 

E  2  affiled 
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alTiitecl  with  moderate  warmth*  it  remark¬ 
ably  appeafes  pain  in  inflammations,  and 
procures  relief  {boner  than  any  other  appli¬ 
cations  ;  this  it  fee  ms  to  effect  by  cooling  the 
parts*  and  lefiening  fenfatioii.  But  it  does 
not  check  the  difcharge  as  much  as  the 
others.  Experiment  will  fully  prove  this  : 
1  have  known  Sal  Saturn i  ufed  as  an  aftrin- 
gent*  to  reft  rani  a  diicharge  from  the  interior 
parts  of  the  eye-lids  four  or  five  weeks  with¬ 
out  effefft  and  have  feen  the  fame  removed 
in  as  many  days,  by  the  vitriolic.  I  cannot 
affipm  a  fatisfaciorv  reafon  for  the  different 

O  J 

effects  of  thefe  falls,  but  the  fadt  is  true*  and 
I  have  feen  it  frequently. 

-  .  / 

The  vitriolic  falls  in  weak  folutions  are 
alfo  very  cooling  ;  they  are  more  aft  tin- 
gent  than  the  fata  mine,  but  do  not  pofiefs 
the  antifpafmodic  quality  in  an  equal,  if  in 
anv  degree.  The  ftimulus  a  riling  from 
them  is  of  a  different  kind  ;  they  are  more 
ftyptic,  but  not  fo  fed  a  live;  therefore  they  are 

not  fo  eligible  during  the  inflammatory  fhate. 

\ 

The  vitriolic  falls  differ  alfo  in  degree 

o 

from  each  other.  The  white  are  the  weakeft, 
and  the  blue  are  the  ftrongeft. 


Cuprous 
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Cuprous  falts  are  more  reftriiigent  than 
either.  As  a  proof  that  they  are  ftronger, 
and  that  they  caufe  more  violent  ccrruga- 
tions  of  the  fibres,  we  may  ohterve  that  one 
grain  of  JErago  Airis  taken  into  the  ft o niacin 
will  work  as  fuddenly  and  as  violently  as 
ten  grains  of  Vitriolum  Album . 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  though 
thefe  falts  are  different  in  their  form,  and 
though  each  of  them  poffefs  properties  pecu¬ 
liar  to  itfelf,  they  have  alfo  feme  properties 
in  common.  They  are  all  of  them  re  ft  r  in- 
gent  to  a  certain  degree,  though  feme  are 
much  more  fo  than  others. 

It  is  alfo  proper  to  remark,  that  thefe 
falts,  efpecially  the  Sal  Saturn i,  may  be  fo 
managed,  by  being  largely  diluted,  as  to  be 
fcarcely,  if  at  all,  reftriiigent,  or  at  leaft  to 
retain  no  more  of  that  property  than  will 
arife  from  cooling  the  heat,  leflening  the 
pain,  and  ftrengthening  the  fibres,  and 
thereby  rather  enable  nature  to  reftrain  the 
difcharge,  than  check  it  by  any  aftringency 
of  their  own  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  we  have 
it  in  our  power,  by  increafing  the  quantity, 

E  3  to 
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to  procure  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  re¬ 
ft  rin  gen  cy.  It  is  this  property,  that  makes 
them  fo  ufeful  in  gonorrhoeas.  We  may 
ufe  them  as  antiphlogifticks  only,  or  as 
ftrong  aftringents,  according  to  the  fort  we 
life,  and  the  ftrength  we  give  them. 

The  Sal  Arviomac  and  Aq.  Calcis  will 
be  often  found  to  be  ufeful  affiftants  to  the 
other  falts,  their  known  virtues  will  direct 
their  application  to  thofe  thin,  foetid,  famous 
difcharges  we  often  meet  with. 

* 

But  the  Camphlre  is  to  be  ufed  principally 
as  a  ftimulant ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  in  long 
continued  runnings,  where  the  confequent 
relaxation  is  great,  a  warm  ftimulus  is  often 
neceflary  to  enable  the  weakened  fibres  to 
reaffume  their  functions. 

Many  circumftances  are  alfo  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to  with  refpedt  to  ipjedions,  which  at  firft 
view  appear  trifling,  yet  are  neceflary  both 
to  prevent  accidents  and  to  render  the  cure 
fpeedy  and  perfect. 


The 


! 
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The  bole  fhould  be  carefully  wafhed  to 
free  it  from  fand,  the  falts  and  camphire 
fhould  pals  the  filter.  Whenever  the  Ung. 
JEgyptiac.  is  ufed,  which  by  the  way  is  the 
bell  preparation  of  the  aeruginous  fait,  the 
fineft  part  fhould  only  be  chofen,  fuch  as  is 
found  fwimming  on  the  top  of  the  veflel ; 
it  fhould  alfo  be  fuffered  to  fraud  fome  time 
after  being  rnixt,  that  it  may  perfeftly  dif- 
folve,  and  Ihould  alfo  be  filtrated  through 
paper. 

The  Urethra  is  remarkably  irritable  when 
in  a  found  ftate,  but  much  more  fo  when 
inflamed.  A  flake  of  camphire,  a  grain  of 
fand,  or  of  fait  undiiTolved,  will  give  ex- 
cruciating  pain  if  it  lodges  in  the  urethra. 

The  fyphon  fhould  be  of  that  fort  with 
the  pyramidal  point  ;  and  the  injedion 
fhould  be  thrown  up  gradually  :  plain  wa¬ 
ter  haftily  forced  up  the  urethra  by  fud- 
denly  diftending  it,  will  give  a  very  acute 
pain. 

Thefe  cautions  are  not  fo  necefiary  for  wo 
men  as  for  men,  for  obvious  reafons. 
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Women  alfo  will  bear  them  of  a  greater 
ftrength  ;  but  with  both,  thofe  that  are  at 
firft  ufed  fhould  be  mild. 

It  is  not  neceifary  to  diftinguifh  claps  in¬ 
to  iimple  and  compound,  to  know  what  fort 
of injedions  to  make  ufe  of;  more  certain 
indications  may  be  taken  from  the  degree 
of  inflammation,  and  from  the  quantity  and 
condition  of  the  difcharge. 

If  the  fymptoms  are  mild,  as  is  generally 
the  cafe  at  the  beginning,  with  little  heat 
and  fcarce  any  pain,  it  is  eafily  cored. 

For  this 

A  grain  of  Vitriolum  Album  diffolved  in 
an  ounce  of  water,  to  which  may  be  added, 
occafionaliy,  a  fmall  quantity  of  bole  or  ce¬ 
nt  fs^  will,  if  thrown  up  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
after  making  water,  with  the  affiftance  of 
proper  internals,  fpeedily  effeft  a  cure. 

I  have  mentioned  one  grain  of  Vitriolum 
Album ,  as  a  proper  quantity  to  begin  with, 
as  it  will  be  generally  found  to  fucceed  better 

than 


[  57  ] 

than  a  larger  quantity,  and  Indeed  as  much  as 
moft  men  can  bear,  at  firft,  without  pain. 

i 

But  when  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
are  high,  and  attended  with  priapifms,  cor- 
dee,  &c.  then  the  indications  direft  us  to 
cool  the  heat,  abate  the  pain,  and  lefien  the 
ftimulus.  We  fhould  not  at  this  time  by 
any  means  attempt  to  flop  the  running  ;  the 
vefielsmuft  be  allowed  to  employ  themfelves; 
otherwife  the  great  quantity  of  fluids  deter¬ 
mined  to  thefe  parts,  by  the  increafed  ftL 
mulus,  would,  if  fuddenly  ftopl,  bring  on  a 
greater  degree  of  inflammation  from  the  ob~ 
ftruftion,  and  after  a  few  days  the  quantity 
of  matter  becoming  too  great  for  the  elafti- 
city  of  the  veflels,  would  break  down  with 
double  violence.  I  believe  that  there  are  few 
of  the  profeflion,  who  have  not  obferved,  that 
after  a  fudden  ftoppage  of  large  difcharges* 
they  have  returned  in  a  much  greater  proper- 
tion,  to  which  has  been  added  a  difficulty  of 
cure,  proportionate  to  the  relaxation  occafiom 
ed  by  the  too  great  diftenfion  of  the  veflels. 

Neither  are  the  proftratte ?  or  vejiculte  fe~ 
minalesp  or  the  teftes  themfelves,  in  this  in- 

fiance,, 
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ftance  out  of  danger  ;  inflammations  are 
eafily  extended  to  the  neighbouring  parts, 
and  the  glandular  will,  in  a  particular  man¬ 
ner,  be  liable  to  partake  of  it. 

The  Sal  Saturni  therefore  in  this  inftance 
is  preferable  to  either  of  the  other  Salts,  and 
this  alfo  fhould  be  largely  diluted,  fo  as  to 
prevent  any  ftimulus, 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo  fanguine  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  Sal  Saturni ,  as  Monf.  Goulard ; 
yet  in  this  cafe  I  would  certainly  prefer  it  to 
either  of  the  others,  as  it  is  equally  cooling, 
lefs  reftringent,  and  more  fedative. 

Whence  this  difference  arifes  between  falts 
of  fuch  general  fimilar  properties,  I  know 
not,  no  more  than  the  reafon  of  their  affum- 
ing  fuch  different  forms  in  their  chryftalliza- 
tion,  but  experience  will  verify  it :  make 
the  experiment  in  the  common  Fluor  Albus , 
*  and  you  will  find  Sal  Saturni  will  frequently 
produce  a  good  colour  and  confiftence,  but 
will  feldom  check  the  difcharge,  while  a  due 
management  of  the  others,  will  generally 
effeft  a  cure. 


To 
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To  return  to  the  inflamed  urethra  ;  a  few 
drops  of  the  Acetum  Lythargy rites ,  or  of  Sal 
Saturni ,  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  in  an 
ounce  of  water,  or  any  light  emollient  de- 
eoftion,  thrown  up  the  urethra  three  or  four 
times  a  day,  will  foon  alleviate  the  moft  vi¬ 
olent  painful  fymptoms.  It  mutt  be  ob- 
ferved  that  the  oftener  you  ufe  them  the 
weaker  they  mu  ft  be  ;  and  that  when  the 
pain  is  exceffive,  warming  the  mixture  will 
a ffi ft  the  quieting  property. 

Some  in  this  cafe  chufe  to  truft  to  emolli¬ 
ents  only,  and  the  praflice  is  good  ;  but  the 
addition  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  this  fait  will 
remove  the  pain  in  lefs  time. 

When  the  pain  abates,  the  injection  fhould 
be  ufed  cold,  as  it  braces  the  fibres  more  ef¬ 
fectually  than  when  warm  ;  but  it  will  fel- 
dom  be  neceflary  to  increafe  the  quantity  to 
more  than  one  grain  to  an  ounce,  and  it 
fhould  never  be  increafed  in  the  beginning. 


In  moft  cafes  under  this  method,  you  will 
find  the  pain  will  fpeedily  go  off,  the  run- 
ping  in  a  few  days  will  begin  to  lefl’en,  and 

become 
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become  of  a  good  colour,  and  frequently  hi 
a  fortnight,  often  in  lets  time,  the  cure  will 
be  compleated. 

But  if  after  ufing  it  eight  or  ten  days,  the 
pain  and  inflammation  being  gone  off,  the 
difcharge  ftill  continues,  and  in  equal  quan¬ 
tity,  no  errors  in  Internals  or  regimen  hav¬ 
ing  been  committed,  it  will  be  proper  to  lay 
afide  the  Sal  Saturn /,  and  try  the  Vitriolum 
Album  :  beginning  with  one  grain  to  an 
ounce.  This  perfevered  in  for  a  few  days, 
will  generally  anfwer  the  end ;  but  it  will 
feldom  be  neceflary  to  increafe  the  quantity 
to  more  than  two  grains,  for  if  this  will  not 
anfwer,  the  Mel  JEgyfAiacum  becomes,  in  this 
cafe,  a  better  medicine,  as  it  is  more  power¬ 
fully  reftringent. 

Perhaps  feme  may  object  to  the  fmall 
quantity  of  the  falts  here  ordered,  as  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  end  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered 
that  every  ftimulus,  for  the  reafons  above- 

mentioned,  fhould  be  avoided  ;  the  urethra 

£ 

Is  exceedingly  irritable,  and  too  great  a  fti  ¬ 
mulus  would  rather  increafe  than  leflen  the 
difcharge.  It  is  however  eafy  to  increafe 

the 
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the  power  of  a  medicine,  though  It  Is  often 
difficult  to  obviate  the  ill  affe&s  of  too  ftrong 
an  application.  An  addition  of  Bole  to  the 
folution  of  Vitriol,  heightens  (in  my  opi¬ 
nion)  its  efficacy  as  an  aftringent. 

Some  prefer  the  falts  united,  fuppofnig 
they  have  a  fuperior  efficacy  when  ufed  to¬ 
gether  ;  but  1  think  their  virtues  are  more 
fuccefsfully  obtained,  when  ufed  feparately, 
in  the  manner  above-mentioned. 


Others  again  approve  of  Camphire  largely 
diluted,  even  in  the  inflammatory  ftate,  and 
think  it  appeafes  pain.  I  have  frequently 
ufed  the  following  formula  to  very  good 
purpofe* 


It  SalSatiirni  Vitrol.  Alh.  a  gr.  iv.  Camphor  a  gr.  ij* 
aq.jontan.  Camphor  a  primum  cum  pauxillo  fpi- 

ritus  <vinofi  rtclificafi  teratur ,  ut  mol ef cat  del  tide  c.quatn 
JenJlm ,  denique  Jales  adde ,  et  per  Chartam  cola. 


When  the  running  has  been  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe,  where 
internals  have  been  wholly  trufted  to  ;  the 
pain  and  inflammatory  fymptoms  being  gone 
off,  it  becomes  neceflary,  in  order  to  reft  rain 

it. 
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it,  to  have  recourfe  to  more  powerful  re- 
ftringents,  even  though  the  colour  of  the 
difeharre  fhould  not  be  fuch  as  we  could 
wifh. 

We  often  find,  from  previous  bad  habits  of 
body,  or  from  the  long  continued  relaxation 
of  the  veflels,  that  the  ditch arge  bears  an  ill 
afpedf  long  after  the  infectious  quality  is 
removed.  However,  an  exaft  inquiry  in¬ 
to  the  previous  fymptoms,  and  method  of 
treatment,  fhould  be  made,  that  proper  inter¬ 
nals  may  be  adminiftered. 

In  this  cafe  the  Sal  Batumi  will  be  of  little 
fervice.  The  Vitriolum  Album  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  begin  with,  and  may  be  increafed  to 
lomewhat  a  larger  quantity.  If  this  does  not 
anfwer  you  may  try  the  Vitriolum  Ce  rule  urn  v 
and  if  this  fails,  we  may  have  recourfe  to  the 
Cuprous. Salts  ;  thefe  may  alfo  be  affifted  by  a 
combination  with  Sal  Annoniac  or  Aq.  Cal¬ 
eb.  It  is  needlefs  to  mention  a  variety  of 
formulae,  when  the  intention  is  fo  evident; 
but  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  we  fhould  be 
careful  not  to  ftimulate  fo  as  to  give  much 
pain.  T  he  point  of  due  fh'ength  feems  to 

be 
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be,  when  the  injection  gives  a  flight  fenfa- 
tion  which  prefently  goes  off. 

It  is  but  feldom  you  will  meet  with  much 
difficulty  in  the  cure  while  the  running 
bears  an  appearance  of  matter,  but  when  the 
difcharge  is  limpid,  colourlefs,  and  tens- 
ceous,  and  if  it  is  alfo  in  great  quantity  and 
of  long  continuance,  it  is  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  of  cure.  This  is  the  true  gonorrhcea  ; 
the  confequence  of  too  great  relaxation,  and 
it  is  often  attended  with  a  paralytick  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  nerves,  and  except  in  young  fub- 
jedts  wrill  feldom  admit  of  a  radical  cure  by 
this,  or  indeed  by  any  other  method. 

The  addition  of  Camphire  to  quicken  the 
torpid  nerves,  while  with  reftringents 
we  endeavour  to  brace  up  the  weakened 
fibres  ( which  in  this  inftance  fhould  alfo  be 
ufed  as  an  embrocation  to  the  penis  and 
teftes )  together  with  a  fuitable  diet,  and  me¬ 
dicines,  will  relieve  for  a  time,  but  a  degree 
of  impotency  will  always  remain,  and  flight 
occafions  will  renew  the  difeafe.  Even  the 
bougie,  the  only  abfolute  cure  in  this  cafe, 
is  not  always  eligible,  as,  by  the  deftrudlion 
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of  the  mucous  glands,  or  by  whatever  other 
means  the  fecretions  from  the  lacuna,  and 
the  mucus  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  the 
urethra  are  by  the  long  continued  ufe  of 
them  defiroyed,  and  the  patient  is  fit bj eft  to 
the  ftranguary  ever  after  :  but  this  by  the 
way. 

It  is  further  to  be  obfefved,  that  the  com* 
pofitions  recommended  for  injections  are 
equally  ufeful  when  the  odoriferous  glands 
are  affefted,  as  frequent  wafhing  of  the  part 
with  them 5  will  icon  heal  the  excoriations. 

In  the  Phymofis  whether  arifing  from  the 
acrimony  of  the  virulent  matter,  from  con¬ 
cealed  (hankers,  or  from  the  general  inflam¬ 
mation  accompanying  the  difeafe,  there  is 
no  remedy  at  prefent  known,  equal  to  thofe  I 
have  been  recommending  %  a,  few  days  will 
put  an  end  to  rnoft  of  them,  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  and  may  be  admitted  as  a  proof 
of  the  utility  of  this  method,  that  when  the 
prepuce  gives  way,  you  find  the  (hankers  if 
there  are  any,  already  difcharging  a  laudable 
matter,  and  appear  forwarder  in  the  cure, 
than  they  would  have  done  in  a  much  longer 
time  by  any  other  method. 
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In  high  inflammations,  where  the  prepuce 
is  greatly  fwelled,  and  efpecially  in  the  Pa- 
raphymojis ,  cataplafms  on  the  fame  principle 
will  be  of  great  fefvice  :  thefe  will  alfo  affift 
the  fpeedy  removal  of  the  inflammarory 
fymptoms  of  the  urethra,  being  applied 
to  the  penis ;  but  this  is  feldom  neceffary. 

In  the  Hernia  hum e rails,  applications  of 
this  kind  are  exceedingly  ufeful,  either  applied 
as  embrocations,  or  in  the  form  of  cataplafms, 
but  here  they  fhould  be  made  ftronger,  and 
more  ftimulating* 

At  the  beginning,  a  fufpenfot,  a  recum¬ 
bent  pofture,  and  an  imbrocation  compofed 
of  Goulard’s  faturnine  water,  with  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  camphorated  fpirits,  or  vinegar,  will 
in  a  few  days  generally  remove  the  com- 

But  if  the  fwelling  be  greatly  enlarged, 
and  violently  painful,  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  add  phlebotomy,  a  free  ufe  of  opium, 
and  cataplafms  of  the  above-mentioned  in¬ 
gredients,  interpofing  occafsonally  fal  cathar - 
ticas  and  manna ,  with  freopient  draughts  of 
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neutral  medicines,  according  as  the  fever  is 
more  or  lefs  violent. 

Under  this  treatment  the  pain  will  foon 
go  off,  and  the  fwelling  will  gradually 
fubiide,  without  the  danger  of  fuppuration, 
or  that  remaining  hardnefs  of  the  epididymis , 
fo  frequently  an  attendant  on  the  cuftomary 
method. 

With  refpeff  to  women,  the  advantage 
of  injeffions  of  this  kind,  are  even  greater 
than  to  men. 

In  the  old  method  women  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  difficult  of  cure,  which  perhaps  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  greater  relaxation,  and  na¬ 
tural  fpunginefs  of  the  parts,  and  from  their 
natural  propenfity  to  th tfiuor  albus . 

It  was  very  common  to  find  the  cure  of 
women,  protrafted  to  a  great  length  of  time, 
and  it  often  left  them  with  a  running,  no 
way  fatisfactory  either  to  the  practitioner  or 
patient. 

But  with  a  proper  ufe  of  injeftions  they 
are  as  Ipeedily  cured  as  men,  the  running  is 
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as  effectually  carried  off,  and  by  a  careful 
management,  thofe  who  were  fubject  to  the 
jiuor  alms,  will  find  that  complaint  removed 
alfo. 


\ 


It  is  needlefs  to  give  any  particular  direc¬ 
tions  for  women,  as  the  treatment  is  the 
fame  for  both,  faving  only,  that  in  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  difeafe,  fome  women,  efpecially 
thofe  of  a  lax  fibre,  require  ftronger  injec¬ 
tions  than  men. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  fubject,  and 
I  hope  I  have  advanced  nothing,  but  which 
will  he  found  true  in  practice.  I  am  fenfible 
of  my  imperfe&ions  both  in  method  and 
ftile,  and  claim  only  the  indulgence  due  to 
a  juft  intention.  It  is  not  without  anxiety 
I  fubmit  thefe  confiderations  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  more  able  profelfors  of  the  art, 
of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  member,  and 
fhould  be  glad  if  fome  of  them  would  more 
fully  purfue  the  fubjeCt,  and  favour  us  with 
compleater  directions  than  mine. 

I  have  added  no  directions  for  the  life  of 
internals,  both  as  they  are  foreign  to  my  pur- 
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pofe,  and  as  it  would  have  been  prefump- 
tion  in  me  to  have  entered  on  a  fubjeft 

which  has  been  fo  amply  and  fatisfaftorily 
treated  by  others. 


t 
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